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Chapter Comm 117
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE PROGRAM

Comm117.01  Purpose. Comm 1.7.05  Financindor working capital, fixed asset financing aménage
Comm 17.02  Definitions. mentassistance.
Comm 1.7.03  Distribution of funds. Comm 117.06  Contracts.
Comm 1.7.04  Technical assistance and technical assistance grants. Comm 117.07  Reporting.
Comm 1.7.045 Technicabssistance and technical assistagp@nts to promote Comm 1L7.08  Administration.
self-employmenof persons with severe disabilities. Comm 1.7.09 Application manual.
Note: Chapter DOD 17 was renumbered chapter Comm 117 under s. 13.93 Comm 117.04 Technical assistance and technical

ge”éi)sg L, Stats, and corredtions made under s 1393 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., Siats, - gssistance  grants. (1) The department shall ~makan
R applicationmanual available to all eligible applicants.

Comm 117.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapteristo (2) Thedepartment shall provide technical assistance or tech
establisha procedure for the administrationtbé business devel nical assistance grants to individuals, snimlsinesses or non-
opmentinitiative program as provided in §60.20, Stats., and profit organizations in accordance with the provisions of this
fundedunder s. 20.143 (1) (en) and (in), Stats. chapterfor the purpose of developing and planning the start-up

Note: 2001 Wis. Act 109 repealed ss. 20.143 (1) (en) and (in) and 560.20, Sta@r,expansion of a for—profit business that is or wéllocated in
excepts. 560.20 (1) (cf) was renumbered to s. 560.17 (1) (br); s. 560.20 (3) (f) (intrghlis state.
and4. were consolidated and renumbered to s. 560.21 (2§. &6®.20 (3) (h) was

renumberedo s. 560.21 (3). (3) Applicationsfor technical assistana@ technical assist
History: Cr. Register November 1990, No. 419, &f12-1-90; am. Register ancegrants shall be submitted according to the procedures con
October,1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. tainedin the manual and shall contain alltioé following informa

Comm 117.02  Definitions. - In this chapter: tlo?;l) The ownership and ownership structure of the for—profit

(2) '?eP"’.“Fm?”‘ means the_d_epartment qf COMMETCE. ) \sinesghat will be the beneficiary of the technical assistance or
_ (2n) "Division” means the divisioof vocational rehabilita - grantincluding identification of any person with severe disabili
tion in the department of workforce development. ties involved in the ownership or management.

(3) “For profit business” has the meaning given i580.20 (b) The location of the proposed business venture.

1) (c), Stats. . . .
( lzlc()te? 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20 (1) (c), Stats. (c) The product or service provided by the business.

(4) “Liquid assets” means uncommitted cash or other per (d) The markefor the product or service, competition within
sonalassets that, inccordance with standard accounting pra¢he market and any competitive advantages of the business.

tices,may be easily converted to cash. (e) An estimate of the gross revenue and profit that will be gen
(5) “Managementssistance” has the meaning provided in §ratedoy the business over a period specified bydesgartment.
560.17(1) (br), Stats. (f) The process for manufacturing the product or providing the

(6) “Managerialservices’'means the provision of assistanc&ervice.
to establish or improve management systems in such areas as pefg) An estimateof the number of jobs expected to be created
sonnel, training, inventory controlproduction, strategic plan for persons with sevemisabilities and the total number of jobs
ning, purchasing, distribution, facilities design and informatioexpectedo be created.

systemgelated to a business start-up or expansion. (h) The agencies the applicant will utilize for referrals of per
(7) “Minority group member” has the meaning given in sonswith severe disabilities and minority group members with
560.036(1) (f), Stats. severedisabilities.
(8) “Nonprofit organization” has the meaning given in s. (i) The experience of the applicant or the small business on
560.20(1) (d), Stats. behalfof which application i®eing made, which is related to the
Note: 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20 (1) (d), Stats. propose(business venture.
(9) "Personwith severe disabilities” has timeaning givenin () An estimate of the capital required to complete the proposed
s.560.20 (1) (e), Stats. business/enture.

Note: 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20 (1) (e), Stats.

(10) “Small business” has the meaning given in s. 560.20 (% (k) Potential sources of financing for the propobediness

nture.
, Stats. . . . .
(f)Note; 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20 (1) (f), Stats. (L) Ifthe appllcant_ls a small business, the number of full-time
(11) “Technicalassistance” includesach of the items listed €Mployeef the applicant.
in's. 560.20 (1) (g) 1. to 4., Stats. (m) If the applicant is a nonprofit ganization, evidence of
Note: 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20 (1) (g), Stats. incorporationunderch. 181, Stats., or of tax exempt status under

History: Cr. RegisterNovember1990, No. 419, &f12-1-90; cr(2n), Register  section501 (a) of the internal revenue code.
July, 1993, No. 451, &8-1-93; r (3), renum. (4) and (5) to be (3) and (4),(6),

Register October 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94r. (1), RegisterJanuary1996, No. (n) Any other information the department may require to make
481, ef. 2-1-96;correction in (5) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats. a determination in accordance wigh 560.20, Stats., and this
chapter.

‘Comm 117.03 Distribution of funds.  From the appro  note: 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20, Stats.
priation under s. 20.143 (1) (en) and (in), Stats.,dBpartment 1) |n deciding whether to provide technical assistance or
may expend up to $25,00r technical assistance grants madgakea technical assistance grant, tepartment shall compare
unders. Comm 17.045. , the application beingonsidered to all of the following applica
History: Cr. RegisterNovember1990, No. 419, &f12-1-90; am. Registaluly - jonsyeceived during the previous 12 months on each of the fol

1993,No. 451, ff 8-1-93; rand recrRegisterJanuary1994, No457, ef. 2-1-94; A
r. and recrRegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. Iowmg:
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(a) The likelihood that the for—profit businesses will actually Comm 117.05 Financing for working capital, fixed

be profitable. asset financing and management assistance. (1) An eli-
(b) The extent tavhichthe expansion or creation of the for-dible applicant may receive up to $30,000 in a fiscal biennium. Up
profit businesses will increase employment in the state. to the lesser of $5,000 or 20% of the financing to any eligible

. . . applicantmay be in the form ad grant to fund activities listed in
(9) Th_e extent to which the expansion or creatlothefqr— sub.(6), and the remainder shall be in the form of a lodurnd
profit business is expectéd create employment opportunities for, i iias Jisted in sub (5)

personswith severe disabilities and persons with severe disabiﬂ A . . .
tieswho are minority group members. (2) A match equal to the funds received is required. The match
. ) may not include an applicastwages, the value of persotiate

(d) The type of technical assistance needed. contributedby the applicant tthe business for which application

(e) The extent to which the expansion or creatiothefor— is made or any other resources not directly related tsteréup
profit business igxpected to create business ownership ormaor expansion of the business for which application is made.
agementopportunities for persons with severe disabilities and (3) To be an eligiblepplicantfor funding under this section
personswith severe disabilities who are minority group memberanindividual, small business or nonprofiganization shall meet

(5) The maximum grant awarded under this section i8ll of the requirements of s. 560.20 (3) (a) 1. to 2., Stats., shall have
$15,000.A match equal to at least 25% of thent amount is receivedfunding under s. CommlY.04 or 17.045, shall have
required.Up to 75% otthe required match may be in the form oflemonstrateavith the proceeds afuch funding the feasibility of
in—kind services. No more than 25% of the in—kind match may i€ business, andhall not be able to obtain financing from any
provideddirectly by the applicant or the small businesdehalf  Othersource on reasonably equivalent terms.
of which application is madeoTbe treated a@s—kind match the ~ Note 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20 (3) (a), Stats.
servicesmust be related to the success of the business start-up ot4) Beforeawarding financing under this section, the depart
expansion. mentshall consider all of the following:

History: Cr. RegisterNovember1990, No. 419, &12-1-90; am. (3) (a), of4) (a) Each of the considerations in s. 560.20 (3) (e), Stats.
(e), Registey July 1991, No. 427, &f8-1-91; am. (1), (3) (intro.) and (4) (intro.),  Note: 2001 Ws. Act 109 repealed s. 560.20 (3) (e), Stats.

Regist 1996, No. 481, &f2-1-96. - g .
egisterJanuary1996, No. 481, (b) The viability of the proposed business startup or expansion.

Comm 117.045 Technical assistance and technical (c) The technical and management capabilities of the-appli

assistance grants to promote self-employment of per - cant. o . ]

sons with severe disabilities. (1) The department shall hold . (d) The availability of adequate financial resources to success
a continuous competition for technical assistance taotinical fully completethe startup or expansion including the amount
assistancgrants for division clients who are severely disabledlirectly provided by the applicant.

who have selected self-employment as a rehabilitation goal and(5) The proceeds of a loan under this section may be used only
who have been referred to the department by a divisiomselar ~for working capital or fixed asset financing related to the start-up

The department shall make an application mamwailable to all Or expansion of the for-profit business and only in accordance
eligible applicants. with the terms of the contract required under s. CorhimQb.

(2) Thedepartment shall provide technical assistance or tech (6) The proceeds of a grant under this section mayidr
nical assistance grants to individuals or small businessesORlYy for management assistance and only in accordance with the
accordancavith the provisions of this chapter for the purpose ¢€rmsof the contract required under s. Comi .D6.
developingand planning the start-up or expansion of a for—profit (7) Theterms and conditions efach loan and grant, including
businesshat is or will be located in this state and that will provideepaymenterms, shall be determined by the department after con
for the self~employmentf a person who has severe disabilitiesideringthe circumstances of the business for which application

andwho has been referred the department by a division ceun hasbeen made.
selor History: Cr. RegisterNovember1990, No. 419, &€f12-1-90; rand recrRegis
; L . . . ter, October 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94.
(3) Applicationsmade under this section shall be submitted on
behalf of the applicantoy a division counselor and shall be comm 117.06 Contracts.  Successful applicantgor
reviewedby the department upon receipt. Applications shall Bancingunder this chapter shall be required to enter into a con
preparedaccording to the procedures contained in the manual agdctwith the department. The contracts shall be signyettie sec

shallcontain the following information: retaryand the chief executivefafer of the successful applicant,
(a) Each of the items listed in s. Coniti7.04 (3) (a) to (g), or by their authorized representatives. The department may void
(i) to (k) and (n). acontract and seek a return of any funds released under the con

tractfor failure by the applicant to perform its obligations under

(b) An estimate of the potential tfe self-employment ven
tureto provide for the financial self-didiency of the owner ~ the contract. Amendments to these contracts may be adopted by
the written consent of both parties.

(4)_ In dec_iding whether tprovide technical assistance or a History: Cr. RegisterNovember1990, No. 419, &f12-1-90; am. (1), (2), Reg
technical assistance grant, the department shall compare e, October 1994, No. 466, &11-1-94.
applicationto those applications previously received during the
samefiscal year on each of the following: Comm 117.07 Reporting. Each successful applicant for

(a) Each of the items listed in s. Comt¥ D4 (4) (a) to (d). financingunder this chapter shaltovide to the department peri

(b) The likelihood that the self-employment venture WillgenOdiC financial and program reports. The financial gmdgram

; ' ; - reportsshall be submitted to the department late specified in
ﬁ(r;éﬁ(teammgs to enable the owneitiecome financially self-suf the contract. The financial and program reports become the prop

) . o erty of the department and are open to public inspection.
(5) Themaximumgrant awarded under this section is $3,500. History: Cr. RegisterNovember1990, No. 419, &f12-1-90; am. (1), (2), Reg

Any grant made under this section requaiesash match from the ister, Octobey 1994, No. 466, éf11-1-94.
division in thepercentage provided in the memorandum of agree

mentbetween the department and thiwision that is in déct on Comm 117.08 Administration.  The department shall
the date the grant is awarded. solicit applications, review applications, make determinations on
History: Cr. RegisterJuly 1993, No. 451, &f8-1-93. the dispositionof applications made under this chapéerthorize
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payments and otherwise implement contractuabligations shall prepare an application manual for activities eligible for
entailedin grants and loans made under the terms ottlapter financingunder this chapter whichrtay update as needed. The
monitor project activities, and receive and review the financiahanualshall contain the application procedures, requirements
reportsand program reports submitted under s. CorhihQlr. andinstructions for funding under this chapter

History: Cr. Register November 1990, No. 419, &f12-1-90; am. Register Note: Written instructions for grant and loan financing may be obtained at no
October,1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. chargefrom the Department of Commerce, Bureau of Minority Business Develop
ment,P. O. Box 7970, Madison, WI 53707.
. ) History: Cr. Register November 1990, No. 419, &éf12-1-90; am. Register
Comm 117.09 Application manual.  The department October,1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94.
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